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1. Global Context



We live in interesting times .... 



Global drivers of food demand ....

More biofuels

More people
Economic development 

Changing diets
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The food demand challenge ςlooking forward to 
2050

From: Keating, BAand Carberry, PS (2010) Sustainable production, food security and supply chain 
implications. Aspects of Applied Biology102, 7-20.



0.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

14.0

16.0

1970 1990 2010 2030 2050

F
o

o
d
 d

e
m

a
n
d
 (

kc
a

l/
ye

a
r 

x 
1
0

1
5 )

71%

129%

Lower relative production increase ....
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But higher absolute production increases ....

Kcal/year x 1015



2. The opportunity for Australia



Over 2 billion emerging middle class to our north





Changing diets
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/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ agri-food imports growing rapidly

Imports

Exports

Balance



3. Cause for concern



Productivity growth in Australian agriculture slowing ?

ñProductivity isnôt everything, but in the long run it is almost everythingò

- Paul Krugman, Nobel Prize winning economist
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Little growth in gross production value last 20 
years .....

Gross value of Australian farm and fisheries food production



!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ agri-food exports flat, imports rising  ...
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